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[This article was first published in “Sawtul-Jihad,” former 
magazine of al-Q@idah in the Arabian Peninsula (before the 
partisan Yemeni branch). The author of the piece & did not 
suffice with seeking knowledge and training, but instead led 
the battle against Al Salil until he achieved shahadah for 
Allah's sake. May Allah accept him, reward him, and bless 
him.] 


I am pleased to present my advice to the mujahidin in par- 
ticular, and the Muslims in general through “Sawtul-Jihad” 


magazine. 


‘The first piece of advice — following my advice to fear Allah 
and be mindful of Him — is to listen to and obey those 
whom Allah has given authority over the affairs of the mu- 
jahidin. 


The Ummah today has been afflicted by the treacherous, 


apostate rulers and leaders who have even violated the rights 
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of Allah in addition to the rights of His creation. And it 
is known that the authority of these rulers is invalid, and 
that it is obligatory to oppose them and wage war against 
them. But what is meant by listening and obeying here is 
in reference to those whom Allah has given authority over 
the affairs of jihad [and now, the Khilafah]. This is a very 
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tor has urged. And His Messenger # has made disobedi- 
ence of one’s leader similar to disobedience of the Prophet 
«>. Listening and obeying is from unity, cooperation, and 
strength, in contrast with quarrelling, disunity, and dis- 
agreement. 


Quarrelling and disagreement in jihad is considered a 
means of failure and defeat. {And do not dispute and [thus] 
lose courage and [then] your strength would depart; and be 
patient. Indeed, Allah is with the patient} [Al-Anfal: 46]. 


He who studies history and Sirah sees that disobeying the 





leader — in any form — has a severe, adverse consequence, 
and the best example of that is what happened to the Saha- 
bah in the Battle of Uhud when they disobeyed the Prophet 
& and as a result, the Muslim army suffered a setback and 
calamity, including many of the best Sahabah being killed, 
and the Prophet # and a number of other Sahabah being 
wounded. This was all the result of disobeying the leader, 
the Prophet #}. 


And how many times has a leader been disobeyed in some 
of the lands and arenas of jihad, and the price paid as a re- 
sult was calamity and tribulation that included blood being 
spilled and lives being lost, for disobeying the leader is not 
merely a sin that affects the sinner alone. Rather, it affects 
the entire group, and most of the time the entire army. 


How many times has a mujahid brother been ordered by his 
leader not to go to a certain area, but he disobeys the leader 
and as a result he lands in captivity! 


And how many times has a brother disobeyed the leader 
with respect to security measures and precautions, and as a 
result he and a group of his brothers land in captivity! 


There are many instances where a group of brothers were 
taken captive or arrested because one of them disobeyed the 
security precautions they were instructed with by the amir. 


One of the many small examples mentioned in this regard 
is an incident that was related to me by one of the broth- 
ers about a man who wanted to join the training camps in 
Afghanistan. The person responsible for his departure gave 
him instructions not to call his family until he reached Pa- 
kistan. But the brother disobeyed this order and called his 
family from the airport in his country just before boarding 
the plane. Immediately, his family hastened to speak to the 
airport officials and managed to catch him before the plane 
took off. So he paid the price of disobedience by being de- 
prived of preparing for and undertaking jihad for Allah's 


cause! 


There are many such incidents, but here I would like to 
advise the brothers who have refused to live a life of humili- 
ation and have overcome their desires and lusts, to fasten on 
themselves the bridle of listening to and obeying the leaders 
in everything big and small, for obedience is in everything 
except in sin. And if the leader’s order is an issue of ijti- 
had where there are two or more legitimate opinions and 
the leader has adopted one of the opinions — regardless of 
whether it is the more correct or the less correct opinion — it 
is obligatory to yield to the opinion he has chosen and sub- 
mit to his order, because the issue is an issue of ijtihad and 
there is no denunciation in that. 


And beware of looking for loopholes to avoid obeying the 


order to the letter, as they are the causes of grief and calam- 
ity. Whenever someone wants to disobey the leader, if he 
were to look for an excuse for himself he would find it. So 
those who disobeyed the Prophet # in the Battle of Uhud, 
their excuse was that the battle was over and there was no 
longer any point in remaining on the archers’ mountain, 
and so on and so forth... So do not look for excuses when 
you are thinking of disobeying the order, but rather compel 
yourself to follow the order and not overstep it. 


It is sad to see that the people of falsehood and the armies 
of the tawaghit listen and obey and that they are relatively 
disciplined. You would see one of them committing a sin 
- even committing kufr - and if he were asked about it he 
would foolishly say, “I’m a slave who's been given orders!” 


Whereas you find that listening to and obeying the lead- 
er [who does not order with sin] is a matter that is some- 
what lost and weak when it comes to the mujahidin. 
Wallahul-Mustaan... 


It is obligatory on you, my noble brother, to harshly de- 
nounce anyone who disobeys the leader, and to assist your 
leader and your brothers in preventing any disobedience 
and mistake that the Ummah and the mujahidin would 
pay the price for. 


And know, O blessed one, that listening and obeying is 
from being humble towards the believers, and that to vio- 
late this is to be harsh on the believers! 


I conclude my advice with the following poetry: 


Listen to my truthful advice, for indeed I want good and 
benefit for you, O my brother. 
Your obedience to your leader is an essential necessity, and 
whoever disobeys his order commits a sin. 
To listen to and obey the leader is to listen to the com- 
mand of Muhammad, the conveyer of glad tidings. 
As for opposing the command and disobeying, then it is a 
sin against the Judge (Allah). 
And it is the foundation of weakness and defeat, and leads 
to corrupt opinions and loss of resolve. 
And what occurred to the Sahabah in the Battle of Uhud 
is forever a lesson for every believer. 

So adhere to and be diligent in obedience and don’t get 
tired. Listen both in times of dislike and delight, 
Unless the leader’s order is against the Shari'ah, for there is 
no obedience to the leader in such. 


I ask Allah to help both me and you, my brother, in lis- 
tening and obeying, and to not to make us a cause for any 
harm to befall our brothers through our sins, and to forgive 
us if we forget or make mistakes. 


DABIQ 


